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Foreword

A warm welcome to

the Oxford Road Corridor -
AR St ren B : surely Europe’s most

hd i 1 i i » il creative road.

The Corridor is full of stories

and experiences. Home to the

largest concentration of creative talent

3 outside of London, the Oxford Road Corridor
5 0 is a powerhouse of cultural activity.

The cultural sector here plays a pivotal

role in the lives of those who live, work,

1 " study, and visit. It also drives the growth of
il (LI Manchester’s creative industries, supporting
3 jobs, skills, and innovation across the city.

1 Esme Ward photographed by Katie O'Neill
for Greater Mancunians

This report presents the findings
of a recent independent assessment, It's testament to all those who contribute
. 4 revealing the breadth of the cultural to shaping this remarkable area.

sector’'s impact and highlights the creativity, We invite you to discover it for yourself -

innovation, and community spirit that visit, study, work, create, and experience

define the Corridor, reflecting both its all that this unique place has to offer,
cultural heritage and future opportunities. and join us in shaping its future.

Esme Ward

Chair — Culture on the Corridor Group

b ' 1 Director — Manchester Museum,
IIII e o the University of Manchester

| « The School of Digital Arts (SODA)
‘i‘t e at Manchester Metropolitan University




Introduction

Oxford Road Corridor —

Manchester’s Knowledge Quarter

Stretching south from Manchester’s city
centre, the Oxford Road Corridor forms the
city’s Knowledge Quarter. Boasting one
of the highest concentrations of cultural
institutions in the UK, it represents a unique
fusion of culture, creativity, and innovation.

The area is shaped by a partnership
including The University of Manchester,
Manchester Metropolitan University,
Manchester City Council, Manchester
University NHS Foundation Trust, RNCM,
Bruntwood, and many renowned cultural
institutions highlighted in this report.

1 The Hallé at the Bridgewater Hall
Photo by Alex Burns

There’s a rich musical history running
through the area — one that has shaped,
shaken, and soundtracked generations.
From Sir Charles Hallé founding one

of the UK's first professional orchestras
to the riotous legacy of the Hagienda
and Madchester, and on to today’s buzzing
venues and grassroots gigs, this is

a journey through classical revolutions,
punk awakenings, acid house nights,
and Britpop anthems. Now, the tradition
continues as the Royal Northern

College of Music nurtures the musicians
of the future, while new bands cut

their teeth on the stages of the
Corridor's independent venues.

1 Anthony Burgess — Courtesy of
International Anthony Burgess Foundation

But the Oxford Road Corridor isn't just

a soundtrack — it's a storyline too.

One written by generations of writers,
thinkers, and wordsmiths, from the
Victorian novelist Elizabeth Gaskell,
whose home remains a serene reminder
of her sharp social observations, to
Anthony Burgess, whose deep love of
language and mastery of stylistic variety
first began to flourish just streets away.

Today, the tradition thrives in voices like
Lemn Sissay’s — poet, playwright, and
cultural force — whose words echo from
murals to lecture halls. This is a place
where literature breathes alongside the
music, its rhythm etched into pages as
much as it is played through speakers.
The Manchester Poetry Library now
provides a place for verse and reflection,
carrying forward the area’s long-standing
reverence for the written word.

1 Jason Allen-Paisant, Professor of
Critical Theory & Creative Writing
at The University of Manchester

Theatre has long been at the heart of the
Oxford Road Corridor’s creative identity.
The grand Palace Theatre, a cultural
mainstay since 1891, continues to host
touring West End productions and timeless
classics, drawing audiences from across
the region. Alongside this, a vibrant
ecosystem of grassroots organisations,
artists, and collectives has flourished,
shaping the Corridor into a dynamic
cultural hub.

HOME, formed through the merger of

the Library Theatre Company and the
Cornerhouse, stands as a beacon of
contemporary performance and cross-
artform innovation — a space where bold
storytelling and emerging voices thrive.
Contact is a trailblazer in youth-led and
socially engaged theatre, supporting diverse
perspectives and cutting-edge work

by the next generation of artists.
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2 Lime Garden — Photo by Arantxa Alvarado

T The Whitworth

This interplay between established
institutions and independent creative
activity is rooted in a long history of
alternative culture in the area — from the
punk, postpunk, acid house and indie
scenes around Hulme’s Russell Club and
the Boardwalk, to pioneering experimental
performance at Greenroom. Today, that
legacy lives on through organisations like
NIAMOS and Word of Warning, and venues
such as YES and Gorilla. With the proximity
of major universities enriching the
environment, the Oxford Road Corridor
remains a fertile ground for collaboration
between activism, academia and the arts.

Museums and galleries along the Corridor
offer a powerful dialogue between past,
present, and future. The Whitworth,
nestled in Whitworth Park, merges historic
collections with contemporary art practice,
acclaimed for its socially responsive
exhibitions and inclusive programming.
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War Museum

Old Trafford
Football Stadium

Manchester Museum, recently crowned
European Museum of the Year and

transformed through a major redevelopment,

invites global conversations with new
spaces dedicated to South Asian culture,
Indigenous perspectives, and ecological
awareness. Meanwhile, Castlefield Gallery
champions emerging and mid-career artists,
acting as a vital incubator for experimental
visual art and curatorial practice.
Collectively, these institutions shape a
cultural landscape where critical thought,
creativity, and community intersect.

The Corridor’s iconic venues have
played host to many landmark moments
in Manchester’s cultural identity.

Today, the Corridor continues to thrive
as a canvas for the city — celebrating its
heritage and telling bold new stories.
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The Oxford Road Corridor stretches
south from Manchester city centre

and lies at the core of one of the UK’s
most connected and innovative regions.

With immediate access to Manchester’s
academic, cultural, and commercial
institutions, the Corridor forms a vital
artery in the North West’s economy.
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Culture on the Corridor

in Numbers

3,075 full-time jobs and £219m
annual economic output generated

by cultural activity
4.7m visitors

12,900+ events and
performances

1.9m eventgoers

37,000 volunteer hours

All figures from Oxford Road Corridor Cultural Impact
Assessment, Ekosgen (2025) with the exception of:

1. HESA HE student enrolments
by HE provider and subject of study (2023/24)
Subject area: Design and Creative
and Performing Arts subjects

2. Business Register and Employment Survey —
open access. ONS Crown Copyright Reserved
[from Nomis on 12 May 2025]

3. Creative Industries SIC codes taken
from Creative Industries Economic Estimates
Methodology, Department for Culture Media
& Sport (2016)
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7,500 students study creative arts subjects —
the largest concentration outside London.’

7,670 creative industries jobs —
accounting for 24% of Manchester’s,
12% of Greater Manchester’s,

and 7% of the North West’s total. **

THESE FIGURES TELL
ONLY PART OF THE STORY...

The Corridor’s rich tapestry of cultural activity acts
as a magnet for creative minds, driving innovation
and attracting talent that bolsters productivity and
fosters wider societal benefits.




Nurturing
Creative
Talent

The Corridor nurtures
creative excellence through
its prestigious institutions.

MANCHESTER SCHOOL OF ART* was
established in 1838 as the Manchester
School of Design, and is the second-oldest
art school in the UK. It is a dynamic centre
for creativity, offering cutting-edge courses
in fine art, architecture, design, and media.
It fosters innovative thinking and
collaboration across disciplines,

nurturing the next generation of artists,
designers, and creative leaders.

MANCHESTER WRITING SCHOOL*, founded
by poet laureate Carol Ann Duffy, is one

of the UK’s most esteemed centres for
creative writing. It offers expert-led courses
in poetry, prose, and screenwriting, with

a strong focus on developing original voices
and supporting writers at all stages.

The SCHOOL OF DIGITAL ARTS* is a
pioneering institution at the intersection
of creativity and technology.

Specialising in gaming, film, animation,
photography, and Al, SODA prepares
students for future-facing careers in the
fast-evolving digital and media industries.

*All part of politan University

T Students at SODA

MANCHESTER FASHION INSTITUTE*

is a dynamic hub for aspiring fashion
professionals, offering courses across
design, business, product development,
and management. With a focus on
innovation, sustainability, and industry
impact, it combines cutting-edge facilities,
expert staff, and strong industry links to
prepare students for global success.

MANCHESTER SCHOOL OF THEATRE*

is where a vibrant community of artists,
filmmakers, and writers fuels a culture of
collaboration and experimentation. Housed
in the modern Grosvenor East Building, its
BA courses enable students to enhance their
performance craft and creative strengths
while partnering with leading local cultural
institutions and festivals.

~
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Hannah Blackholly BA (Hons)
Textiles in Practice 2022

T RNCM Symphony Orchestra backstage
Photo by Robin Clewley

MANCHESTER SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE
is one of the world’s leading architecture
schools. A collaboration between
Manchester Metropolitan University and
University of Manchester, it brings together
over a century of expertise to support

a diverse, international student body.
Renowned for the quality and ambition of
its creative output, the school is recognised
by professional bodies including The Royal
Institute of British Architects.

R BIMM students

1 Emily Lovett BA (Hons)
Three Dimensional Design

THE CENTRE FOR NEW WRITING at The
University of Manchester offers expert
teaching in fiction, poetry, plays, and
screenwriting, combining creative practice
with critical insight. It supports students

at all levels in developing a unique voice,
mastering form, and preparing work

for publication or performance. With award-
winning writers on staff and a strong focus
on individual feedback, it connects students
to the heart of contemporary literature.



The RNCM is internationally recognised

as a leading conservatoire and public venue,
offering world-class training in classical
music, opera, jazz, pop and composition.

It blends rigorous education with

vibrant performance opportunities,
producing professional musicians

of the highest calibre.

CONTACT has been inspiring creativity

in young people and audiences since 1972.
A charity, arts venue and theatre, it nurtures
emerging talent through opportunities

in performance, production and leadership.
With a focus on diverse voices,

Contact champions innovative work

that challenges conventions and

reflects contemporary youth culture.

N Manchester Fashion Institute

T Manchester School of Theatre

BIMM MANCHESTER is part of the British
and Irish Modern Music Institute network,
offering specialised degrees in music
performance, production, and business.
Located in close proximity to the Corridor’s
grassroots music venues, BIMM nurtures
creativity, industry connections, and
hands-on experience to launch careers

in the music industry.

NORTHERN BALLET SCHOOL, now

part of Performers College Manchester,

is a premier institution for aspiring
professional dancers based at the iconic
Dancehouse Theatre. With comprehensive
training in classical ballet, jazz, and
musical theatre, it equips students

with the technical skill and stage presence
needed for successful performance
careers worldwide.

1 Manchester School of Art Degree Show
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OVER 7,500 STUDENTS STUDYING
CREATIVE ARTS SUBJECTS.

This represents the largest concentration of creative
talent outside of London. Students enjoy unrivalled
access to the city’s cultural and creative organisations,
providing opportunities for career development and
networking within the creative sectors. This talent
base underpins a growing community of creative
businesses across the Corridor and wider city, such as
Epic Games and PUMA.




CASE STUDY —

SODA and
Aviva Studios

WW/W

Students from SODA played a key role in the creation
of Free Your Mind, a live, Matrix-inspired performance
directed by Oscar-winner Danny Boyle.

Commissioned by Factory International,
the show launched the opening of Manchester’s
new Aviva Studios in October 2023.

As part of this high-profile project, students

contributed original video and sound content.

Working directly with Boyle and an acclaimed
creative team, students attended workshops,
observed rehearsals, and developed work
that became part of the final production.

The collaboration offered hands-on

industry experience at the cutting edge

of immersive performance and allowed

them to apply their skills in a professional
setting and gain insight into large-scale
creative production. This partnership
demonstrates the opportunities for students
to enjoy practice-based learning, giving them
the chance to work alongside leading figures
in film, music, and performance.

o TR
- 18

SCHOOL OF
DIGITAL ARTS

DRIVING THE NE'
GENERATION OF
DIGITAL CONTEhL,.

MMU.AC.UK/SODA

* Free Your Mind — Commissioned and produced
by Factory International.
Photo by Tristram Kenton

1 Danny Boyle at the opening of SODA



World-leading
Arts Research
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The Oxford Road Corridor is internationally recognised
for groundbreaking arts research, fostering collaboration
across creative disciplines, academia, and industry.

Manchester School of Art Research Centre
at Manchester Metropolitan University
hosts five specialist research hubs
covering diverse fields such as art,
performance, design, architecture, fashion,
and media studies. These hubs were
ranked 2nd in the UK for research power in
the 2021 Research Excellence Framework.

Creative Manchester at The University of
Manchester began as an endowment-funded
initiative and has evolved into a dynamic
research platform, facilitating collaborations
between academics, researchers,

creatives, and the broader cultural sector.

It supports interdisciplinary research
projects that influence Manchester’s arts
landscape, extend across the Northwest,
and resonate globally.

« Manchester Museum

The RNCM has several research centres
including the Centre for Practice & Research
in Science & Music (PRiSM). PRiSM is a
collaborative hub uniquely positioned

within a music conservatoire environment,
connecting internationally leading artists,
scientists, researchers and students. Its
dynamic multidisciplinary approach fosters
innovation and internationally recognised
music research in four emerging fields: Maths,
Artificial Intelligence (Al), Wellbeing,

and Environment.

Additionally, Manchester Museum and

the Whitworth contribute significantly
through numerous research collaborations,
addressing critical social and cultural issues.
This rich research ecosystem not only
enhances Manchester’s global cultural
reputation but also attracts creative talent,
investment, and innovation to the city.



CASE STUDY —

Threads, Beads,
and Immersive Sounds

Across the Oxford Road Corridor, ground-breaking
creative research projects are shaping new narratives

and possibilities.

At Manchester School of Art,

Thread Bearing Witness by Alice Kettle
used embroidery as a universal language
to explore displacement and migration.
Working with refugees and asylum seekers
across the UK and beyond, the project
created large-scale, co-produced textile
works, weaving stories of loss, resilience,
and hope. Exhibited at the Whitworth

and nationally, the project also generated
vital research into making, trauma recovery,
and community cohesion

Meanwhile, Revealing Histories

through Beads saw Manchester Museum'’s
Dr Njabulo Chipangura and Ditsong
Museum’s Motsane Seabela collaborate
to unlock the stories embedded in historic
Zulu beadwork. By reconnecting museum
collections with their source communities
through fieldwork in KwaZulu-Natal,

the project addressed colonial legacies
and restored lost cultural narratives.

A new exhibition will showcase these
living traditions and shared histories.

Dive into a World of Immersive Sound

is a growing research initiative led by RNCM
Popular Music, comprising an exciting array of
immersive audio research projects undertaken
by RNCM staff and doctoral researchers.
Through collaborative workshops,

students and professional musicians
co-created immersive soundscapes using
Virtual Reality, motion capture and 3D audio.
The project opened exciting new frontiers

in performance, reshaping how music is
created, experienced, and shared.

- Professor Alice Kettle: Thread Bearing Witness
Photo by Joe Law

Together, these projects offer a vivid snapshot of the
breadth of research across the Corridor — exemplifying
our commitment to art as a transformative force:

locally rooted, globally resonant.
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The Power of Culture

24

in Health and Wellbeing

The Corridor has a rich tradition of integrating
art and culture with health, initiated

by Manchester School of Art in the 1970s,
when pioneering artists and researchers
inspired what has become a global movement.

Lime, a multi-award-winning arts

and health organisation, was founded

in 1973 at Manchester University

NHS Foundation Trust (MFT) and exemplifies
how creativity positively transforms
healthcare environments and communities
through innovative arts programmes and
creative interventions that significantly
improve patient experiences and outcomes.

Today, the Corridor remains at the forefront
of the arts and health movement, bringing
together research, training, and practical
initiatives aimed at improving wellbeing.

R Manchester Museum

« Lime Arts

Institutions such as The University of
Manchester, Manchester Metropolitan
University, RNCM, and Manchester Museum
are actively involved in pioneering projects.
They are key partners in the newly
established Creative Health Greater
Manchester Place Partnership — supported
by Arts Council England — which is dedicated
to harnessing creativity as a powerful

tool to improve public health.

Through these collaborations, the Corridor
continues to champion creative approaches
to mental health, community integration,
and holistic wellbeing, making it a model

of best practice and innovation in arts

and health globally.
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“Without the organ donor, there

is no story, no hope, no transplant.

But when there is an organ donor,

life springs from death, sorrow turns

to hope, and a terrible loss becomes

the greatest gift... This project is helping
me to heal and process my grief in

a positive way. | would recommend the
power of creative projects to all and
especially to support bereaved families.”

— Organ Donor Family Member
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The artwork The Call highlights N
the vital role of organ and tissue
donation, as well as the experiences
of donors and their families.

A landmark ceramic mural curated by Lime
and Lead Artists Liam Curtin and Stephen Raw,
depicting a unique poem by John McAuliffe.

The artwork is located at MFT’s Oxford Road site.
Curated by Lime, a series of workshops took
place with donor families and NHS staff,
including poetry workshops, calligraphy

and clay-workshops with the artists.




Cultural Investment

Over £200m capital investment
has delivered outstanding spaces

for creativity, innovation, education
and events, such as HOME,

Contact, Elizabeth Gaskell’s House,

RNCM, Manchester Museum,
and the Whitworth.

1 Gathering of Strangers by Nathan Coley at The Whitworth.
Photo by Alan Williams

CASE STUDY —

HOME Arches

HOME Arches is a £3.5 million artist development hub
located in three transformed heritage railway arches
dedicated to supporting creative talent.

The facility offers over 5,000 hours of
free studio, rehearsal, and development
space each year for artists and creative
freelancers. Importantly, 50% of the
space is reserved for artists from
underrepresented groups, including
members of the Global Majority,

d/Deaf and disabled artists, and those
from lower socio-economic backgrounds.
This commitment helps democratise
access to the arts and encourages a more
diverse and inclusive creative community.

By providing high-quality, free-to-use
facilities, HOME Arches plays a key
role in artist development — enabling
experimentation, collaboration,

and the creation of new work.

It serves as the “Engine Room” for HOME's
artist development programme, which
supports over 1,000 artists annually.
The hub also underpins flagship events
like PUSH Festival, offering workshops,
talks, and skills-sharing opportunities.

T Members of the artist development programme at HOME Arches
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A Year-Round
Festival
Destination

The Corridor hosts a diverse array of over 75
festival days across 37 venues every year.

Celebrated events include Manchester Psych Fest,
Literature Festival, Animation Festival,

Punk Festival, Jazz Festival, Horizons Festival,
Histories Festival, and more.

X Corridor of Light 2021 by Nathan Whittaker

1 Horizons 2025, Nisa Chisipochinyi, Mamela, 2024 1 Circle Square/Manchester Psych Fest 2023 by Bella

CASE STUDY —
Manchester *
Psych Fest
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Manchester Psych Fest epitomises the Corridor’s
thriving grassroots music scene and the power of cultural
events to drive economic, social, and creative impact.

From humble beginnings in 2013 at the
intimate Night & Day Café in the Northern
Quarter, the festival has grown into a vibrant,
multi-venue celebration attracting around
6,000 attendees, generating approximately
£1 million in economic impact annually.

The festival spans 12 stages across

the Oxford Road Corridor, featuring 70+

live acts, DJs, art exhibitions, workshops,
cinema, talks, and pop-up experiences.

Its commitment to inclusivity is evident: over
50% female and non-binary representation
in performers and staff, and ticket incentives
for under-24s and NHS workers.

Artistically, the festival continues to push
boundaries, featuring global and emerging
talent. It remains a proudly independent
event with sustainability at its heart —
minimising waste, plastic-free catering,
and encouraging public transport.

Manchester Psych Fest is more than music —
it's a celebration of culture, community,

and creativity. With consistent growth,
engaged partnerships, and meaningful

ROI for stakeholders, it stands as a model

of how grassroots festivals can evolve into
economic and cultural cornerstones.

T TEKE::TEKE, 2023 by Der Fotoautomat



The Oxford Road Corridor is steeped in creative legacy.
It has been home to historical and contemporary figures,
renowned graduates, academics, and cultural leaders.
It’s a place that inspires and celebrates creativity.

To name a few:

Clare Wigfall - John Ogdon - Simon Keenlyside - Ryan Gander - Belinda Castles
Michael Betteridge - Lise Mayer - Annie Wallace - Laura Ellen Joyce - Sarah Beamish
John Bradley - Amanda Burton - Noel Gallagher - Rob Buckland - Kei Miller
Lorraine Ashbourne - Alex Garland - Yusra Warsama - Nick Jordan - Peter Saville
Meera Syal - Lucy Porter - Larry Gott - Louise Wallwein - Ade Edmondson
Andrew McMillan - Vicky Featherstone - Michael Schmidt - Graham Fellows
Ben Elton - Phil Collins (Artist) - Alice Kettle - David Thewlis - Adam Ali

Simon Holt - Li-Wei Qin - Susan Barker - Roger Allam - John Hyatt - Ciara Doran
Simon Weinstein - Sophie Hannah - John McAuliffe - Daran Little - John Copley
Marli Roode - David Olusoga - Paul Abbott - Jeff Hordley - Martin Roscoe
Joe Lycett - Kate MccGwire - John Thomson - Larry Groves - David Peace

Nahem Shoa - Andy Scott - Grant Kirkhope - Ben Stephenson - John Mayall
Michael Pinsky - Ed O’Brien - Parineeti Chopra - Peter Jonas - Keisha Thompson
Sian Edward - Carol Ann Duffy - Soraya Mafi - W G Sebald - David Oakes
Lemn Sissay - Jonathan Trigell - Sarah Burton - Mark Kermode - Siwan Morris

Walter Meierjohann - Stephen Hough - Benjamin Wallfisch - Alistair McDowall
Shobna Gulati - Brian Cosgrove - Linder Sterling - Jenny Eclair - Bethany Black
Benedict Cumberbatch - Phoebe Green - Sujoy Ghosh - Tom Watt - Amy Vreeke
Dave Moutrey - Joan Littlewood - Sallie Day - Chris Killen - Leo Fitzmaurice

Simon Armitage - Stuart Overington - Linda Merrick - Justin Edwards

32

Michael Wood - Heather Peace - Jeff Noon - Thomas Heatherwick - Sara Fulgoni
Arthur Butterworth - LoneLady - John Tomlinson - Syd Minsky-Sergeant - Lee Goodare
John Bishop - Fisayo Akinade - Richard Griffiths - Martin Parr - LS Lowry
Jenn Ashworth - Alexander Goehr - Darren Pritchard - Ben Kelly - Chris Priestley
Toby Jones - Sophie Willan - Marsha Thomason - Chris Craker - Olivia Poulet
Polly Hill - Zawe Ashton - Lauren Child - Vona Groarke - Joan Rodgers - Rachel Mann
Simon Corble - Tom Redmond - Heather Baron-Gracie - Harrison Birtwistle
Tom Rowlands & Ed Simons - Norman Foster - Yasmin Finney - Frances Leviston
Kahchun Wong - André de Ridder - Craig Ogden - Bartosz Beda - Jo Yee Cheung
Helen Edmundson - Peter Donohoe - Nathaniel Hall - John Thaw - Marian Millar
Stephen Gadd - Elizabeth Gaskell - Ronan O’Horo - Tom Hingley - Raza Jaffrey
Rik Mayall - Haiesha Mistry - Polly Teale - Mark Elder - Sook-Kyung Lee
Steve Coogan - Bernard Hill - Le Yu - Martin Amis - Jane Eaglen - Louise Winter
Robert Bolt - Jesse Armstrong - Sally Beamish - David Threlfall - John McGrath
Thomas De Quincey - Ali Gadema - Burn Gorman - Maria Balshaw - Simone Rebello
Liam Spencer - Don Airey - Jess Gillam - Mick Hucknall - Charles Ernest Cundall
Jason Allen-Paisant - Louis de Bernieéres - Dave Gorman - Fra Fee - Joe Pemberton
Peter Maxwell Davies - Jean Sprackland - Doon Mackichan - Anthony Burgess
Julia Lockheart - Adelle Stripe - Abel Selaocoe - Elgar Howarth - Ross Lovegrove
Debra Stephenson - Alison Uttley - Pierre Adolphe Valette - Jeanette Winterson
Joe Abercrombie - Gavin Higgins - Julia Bardo - Peter Purves - Julie Walters
Carmel Smickersgill - Tod Wodicka - Andy Spinoza - Grace-Evangeline Mason
Lara Williams - Zodwa Nyoni - Glyn Hughes - Jaaved Jaffrey - Rosalind Plowright
Sammy Weaver - Sarfraz Manzoor - Aitor Throup - Emma Jane Unsworth
Tim Booth - Cheryl Martin - Hopey Parish - Isabelle Pennington-Edmead

Elliot Knight - Colm Téibin - Wyllie Longmore - Yasmin Mwanza ...and you?






